
Through experimentation with sound, image, found texts and acts of 
counter-archiving of personal and political experiences, Where Were You 
in ‘92? brings forth the embodied archives of the ground-breaking legacy 
of Fresh Arts, a Black artist-led program that was born out of the fury of 
impassioned youth. Pamila Matharu, one of the mentees of Fresh Arts, 
returns not only to this pivotal moment but also to her mentor, Winsom 
Winsom, who’s more than decade-long activist history in Kingston ON is 
under-recognized. This research project begins with the basic premise 
that archives are manifested in living bodies, in repeated stories, in 
unfinished conversations, sparked by events of the past that persist into 
the present, and, importantly, in the healing practices of intergenerational 
connectivity. Interested in forms of feminist genealogies that cite what 
came before and using the archive as a forum for recognition, resilience 
and radical love, Matharu looks back to Toronto’s 1992 youth-led uprising 
on Yonge Street that gave rise to Fresh Arts. Where Were You in ‘92? 
traces new lines of connection across history and geography, drawing 
in those who inherit its legacy and holding up those who mobilized its 
centrifugal forces.

This exhibition was originally presented at the Agnes Etherington Art 
Center, Kingston, Ontario (July 30 – December 4, 2022). 
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Mounted Metro police officers and others on foot confront a crowd downtown on
May 4, 1992, to quell vandalism and looting.
Photo: John Mahler, The Toronto Star, 4 May 1992. 
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Pamila Matharu is a settler of Panjabi, 
Indian descent (Jalandhar City and the 
Village of Bhanolangha in the district of 
Kapurthala), born in Birmingham, England, 
and arrived in Canada in 1976. Based in 
Tkarón:to (Toronto) – Treaty 13 territory – on 
the lands of the Mississaugas of the Credit, 
the Anishinaabe, the Haudenosaunee, and 
the Wendat. She holds a BA in Visual Arts, 
and a Fine Arts B.Ed. from York University. 
Approaching contemporary art from the 
position of critical pedagogy and using an 
interdisciplinary and intersectional feminist 
lens, Pamila’s work culminates in a broad 
range of forms including installation art, 
social practice, and experimental media art. 
Her 2019 solo exhibition debut One of These 
Things Is Not Like the Other, presented at 
A Space Gallery (Toronto), won the 2019 
OAAG Award for Best Exhibition and the 
2019 Toronto Images Festival Homebrew 
Award. Her project INDEX (SOME OF ALL 
PARTS) received the 2020 CONTACT 
Festival’s Edward Burtynsky Photobook 
Award. Her forthcoming monograph will 
launch at Brampton, Ontario’s PAMA (Peel 
Art Museum and Archives) in May 2023.

Toronto-born artist and award-winning 
writer and curator, Emelie Chhangur 
is the Director/ Curator of the Agnes 
Etherington Art Centre. Prior to this, she 
was the Senior Curator at the AGYU, 
Toronto, where she was known for her 
socially engaged curatorial practice, 
long-term collaborative commissions, and 
institutional practice of “in-reach.” She is 
the recipient of the inaugural OAAG BIPOC 
Changemaker Award (2019) and the 
Hnatyshyn Foundation Award for Curatorial 
Excellence (2020).


