HETEROPOLIS

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION

|
\

Two-part workshop -
1. Saturday December 6th &
! December 13th 2014
1-5 PM

OPTICA

Centre d’art contemporain
5445 avenue de Gaspé
espace 106
www.optica.ca

Reservations :
communications@optica.ca

Maximum 12 participants

Fee : 20 CAD. Includes a
Heteropolis book to act upon.

After erecting the Little Italy and Chinatown Gates, Pierre Bourque, the former mayor of Montréal, wanted to adorn the Gay www.adaptlveactlons.net
Village and Little India with rainbow and tusk gates respectively. Following public meetings where many citizens strongly
contested the imposition of one identity on all other residents, the project was abandoned for the two locations.

IN TODAY'S CITIES SUCH AS MONTREAL, WE ARE WITNESSING A RADICAL
SPATIAL SPLIT BETWEEN ECONOMIC CLASSES, ETHNIC AND CULTURAL
COMMUNITIES, WHERE HOMOGENEOUS ENCLAVES EMERGE IN DIVERSE
ZLONES OF ACTIVITY. IN THIS CONTEXT, HOW CAN WE MAINTAIN EXISTING
DIFFERENCES AND CREATE NEW TIES WITHIN THE CURRENT SCOPE OF
URBAN DEVELOPMENT? ATTEMPTING TO FOSTER CONVERSATIONS BE-
TWEEN VARIOUS COMPONENTS OF THE CITY AND GROUPS WITH DIVERSI-
FIED INTERESTS, IS HETEROPOLIS SOMETHING THAT EXISTS OR IS IT A
PROJECT TO CARRY OUT? WHAT INQUIRIES COULD REVEAL THE HIDDEN
CONDITIONS THAT MIGHT ACTIVATE ITS DEVELOPMENT? IN THE AGORA
SPACE AT OPTICA, ADAPTIVE ACTIONS IS ORGANIZING A PARTICIPATORY
WORKSHOP TO ADDRESS THESE QUESTIONS.

Pages were voluntarily left empty in the Heteropolis book for workshop participants to explore this OPTICA
interval as a unique, autonomous, and specific space for thought and action. Using various medi- CENTRE
ums, participants will be asked to reveal an existing, emerging or imagined heterogeneous situation D'"ART

or space in the city of Montreal for inclusion in the book. Findings from the workshop will be CONTEM -
presented by participants and displayed in the Agora space at OPTICA. Participants will PORAIN

keep a book with their own local and singular addition.



